SHAPES OF THINGS TO COME

By Robert L. Pincus
ART CRHITIC

Bright suburbs,
big canvases

Flerorers don't ook al all natural
in Hilary Baker's stylish paintings.
Petals are sireamlined, referencing
machine gears as much as the
forms that fill gardens.

That's because she 1sa'T looking
at the real thing as much as the
way that mid-20th-centiry graphic
degigners pictured flowers.

But she isn't an archivist Baker's

ings don't re-creale Sources;
ﬂm&m use of them. Mot oo
incidentally, the period of design her
images evoke i that of her baby
boomer youth in the San Fernando
Valley, Her exhibition of new work,
“Suburbia,” at the FLB. Stevenson
Galery, is a kind of obque aotobi-
ography, an homage to golden vears
for the American suburb.

Ir theat spirit, the images are
buovantly disgrammatic. “Cobdwa-
ter Canyon” and “Ventura Boule-
vard” are the show's centerpleces.
The first is & panorama, with hillz in
red and vellow assuming straight:
edge contours, and trees reduced
to pictographic lollipops.

Yellow gets a lot of space in “Ven-
tura Boulevard,” too. It's a tall, slen-
der painting depicting the street as
if we were boking dowm on a plan-
ner’s map, Baker then makes imag-
inative use of this device, turning
e mvelamge of architecture, street and
lmsdscaping into a rather elegant com-
pussitbed, with fruithil echoes of Mondri-
an, Precisionisl Charles Sheoler and
Stuart Dravis” ey cibracapes.

By painding on Mylar, Raker lends
ber colors unuseal tones; even the pri-
mary colors have a distinctive bright-
ness, A collection of tny paimtings with
proportionally large frames she dubs
“Thnghats” are sensuous and calligraph-
ic, In these, the straight edges of the
subarhan pictures mive way (o Bitle fp-
ples, fivurishes and forms that are lush
and seductive,

Robert L. Pimcwt can be reached by phone,
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